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&M . The Flinders Ranges World Heritage Nomination comprises several linked “serial sites”

that share a common geological origin in a single, depositional system within a relatively small (150
x 150 km) topographically and environmentally varied geographic region of South Australia. This talk
will outline some of the major changes in the Earth’ s physical environment and key evolutionary
events associated with the emergence and diversification of animal life from a part of the globe
containing outstanding scenic, environmental, cultural, historical and, above all, scientific values. The
carbonate dominated packages of the Flinders Ranges provide ready access to a completely different
window into early Cambrian life on a warm, tropical, shallow marine environment over a ~30 million
year time span, thus complementing the remarkable snapshots of soft-bodied fossils of early and
m1ddle Cambrian animal life in the non-carbonate settings of the Chengjiang Fossil Site World
property (South Chma) and the Burgess Shale fossil site within the Canadian Rocky Mountain



