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David Harper, a professor emeritus at Durham University and a guest research 

professor at NIGPAS, is an internationally well known geologist and palaeontologist 

specialized in Early Palaeozoic brachiopods, stratigraphy, and beyond. For about 60 

years, he has published over 10 books and monographs, and over 300 peer reviewed 

research papers. He is one of the major initiators of the famous and very useful software 

package PAST. When he was working at Copenhagen University, he was elected as a 

foreign member of the Royal Danish Academy of Sciences. He was former President of 

the International Paleontological Association (IPA) (2010-2014), Chair of the 

International Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS) (2016-2024), and Chair of the 

International Subcommission on Ordovician Stratigraphy (ISOS) (2012-2020). Prof. 

Harper started his collaborations with Chinese colleagues in 1980s, and has published 

over 30 collaborative papers and monographs since then. He was honored an Einstein 

Professorship by the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 2012.  


