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China Astrobiology Meeting Joint
Australasia Astrobiology Meeting 2026
(Third Circular)

Astrobiology is an interdisciplinary frontier that integrates Earth sciences, life sciences,
planetary sciences, chemistry, astronomy, and related disciplines. It has become one of
the key research areas driving global deep-space exploration and fundamental scientific
discovery. In recent years, with the rapid advancement of planetary exploration
missions, significant progress has been made in studies of planetary habitability,
biosignature detection, and the origin and evolution of life, placing astrobiology at a
pivotal stage of accelerated development. China Astrobiology Meeting Joint
Australasia Astrobiology Meeting 2026 is jointly organized by the Astrobiology Society
of the Paleontological Society of China and the Australian Centre for Astrobiology
(ACA). The meeting aims to strengthen substantive collaboration among astrobiology
researchers across the Asia-Pacific region and to promote joint research on frontier
topics, including the origin of life, the search for extraterrestrial life, and planetary
habitability. The conference will be held in Nanjing, China, from 27 to 31 August 2026.

I. Meeting Arrangements

The conference will focus on frontier topics in astrobiology, including the origin of life,
biosignatures of early life on Earth and the search for evidence of life on Mars, the
evolution of planetary habitability, and microorganisms in extreme environments and
the limits of life. The meeting aims to provide a platform for presenting the latest
technologies, research advances, and scientific insights while promoting
interdisciplinary and international collaboration.

Meeting Topics (including but not limited to)

® Origins of Life: RNA world, metabolism-first pathways, abiotic organic matter,
prebiotic chemistry, and protocells, etc

® Early Life on Earth and the Search for Biosignatures on Mars: early life records on
Earth and biosignature detection, etc

® Evolution of Planetary Habitability: environmental evolution of the early Earth and
terrestrial planets, habitable windows, and exoplanets, etc

® Extremophilic Microorganisms and the Limits of Life: extremophilic
microorganisms and microbe-mineral interactions, etc



Keynote Speakers (continuously updated; in alphabetical order by surname)

Ling Chen

Institute of Geology and Geophysics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China

Topic: Exploration of Martian Aqueous Activity and Multi-Scale Environmental
Evolution

Hailiang Dong
China University of Geosciences, Beijing, China
Topic: Mineral-Microbe Interactions

Nicolas Dauphas
The University of Hong Kong, China
Topic: The origin and evolution of the solar system

Shigeru Ida

Westlake University, China

Topic: Delivery of water to habitable zones and destruction of refractory carbon in
inner regions of protoplanetary disks during planet formation

Hongchen Jiang

Henan University

Topic: Microbial community response to climate fluctuations recorded in the
Lohmann core, Lop Nur: Implications for astrobiology

Yiliang Li
The University of Hong Kong, China
Topic: The Search for Life on Mars

Wei Lin
Institute of Geology and Geophysics, Chinese Academy of Sciences
Topic: Astrobiological Research in Mars Analog Environments

Yongqin Liu
Lanzhou University, China
Topic: Cryospheric Extremophiles

Zhu Liu

Tsinghua University

Topic: Space Adaptation of Methanogens and Its Implications for Life Detection of
Tianwen-3 Mars Sample



Anhuai Lu
Peking University, China
Topic: Mineral membrane on Earth’s surface and mineral photoelectric effects

Timothy Lyons
University of California, Riverside, USA
Topic: Biosignatures in the Solar System

Sabine Miiller
University of Greifswald, Germany
Topic: Evolution of Core Metabolism and the RNA World

Yan Qiao
Institute of Chemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences
Topic: Artificial Cells for the Origin of Life

Joachim Reitner
University of Gottingen, Germany
Topic: Early Life and Geobiology of Microbial Systems

Martin Van Kranendonk
Curtin University, Australia
Topic: Precambrian Geology and Early Life

Xingliang Zhang
Northwest University, China
Topic: Strategies of life in extreme environments--an astrobiological perspective

Yufen Zhao

Ningbo University

Topic: Phosphorus chemistry and the origin of life: from N-phosphoryl amino acid to
protocell

Yuyan Zhao
Chengdu University of Technology
Topic: Martian paleoenvironment and biosignature detection

Invited Speakers (continuously updated; in alphabetical order by surname)

Albert Fahrenbach
The University of New South Wales, Australia
Topic: Metabolic Evolution and the RNA World Hypothesis



David Flannery
Queensland University of Technology, Australia
Topic: Biosignatures on the early Earth

Meng Guo
The University of Hong Kong, China
Topic: Planetary Habitability

Jihua Hao
University of Science and Technology of China
Topic: Organic Synthesis and Transportation in Planetary Oceans

Simon Hohl
Tongji University, China
Topic: Earth, Mars and Ocean Worlds

Jian Li

Nanjing University, China

Topic: High-Resolution Femtosecond Nano-Infrared Spectroscopy for Prebiotic
Chemistry

Dominic Papineau

Institute of Deep-Sea Science and Engineering, Chinese Academy of Sciences
Topic: Abiotic chemically oscillating reactions form botryoidal minerals in
hydrothermal systems and dead biomass since the Hadean

Yuangao Qu

Institute of Deep-sea Science and Engineering, Chinese Academy of Sciences

Topic: Analogue and Simulation Studies of Potentially Habitable Environments on Icy
Moons

Wei Wang
National Astronomical Observatories, Chinese Academy of Sciences
Topic: China’s Exoplanet Exploration Missions

Xiao Wang
Nanjing University, China
Topic: Prebiotic Small Molecules and Nonlinear Chemistry

Yinzhao Wang
Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Topic: Al-driven Evolutionary Adaptation of Archaea to Extreme Environments



Jun Yang
Peking University
Topic: Planetary Atmospheres, Clouds, and Habitability

Yu Zhang
Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Topic: Intelligent Connected Detection Technology for Extreme Deep-Sea Habitats

Presentation Formats

The language of the presentations at this conference will be English. The conference
will feature oral presentations and poster presentations. Posters should be prepared in
AO portrait format, with dimensions of 84.1 cm (width) % 118.9 cm (height)
(approximately 84 cm x 119 cm). Please submit your oral or poster abstract online
by 15 August 2026.

Schedule
Date Time Program
27 August Whole Day Registration
. Opening Ceremony
Morning Scientific Sessions
Noon Lunch
Scientific Sessions
28 August Afternoon Astrobiology Bulletin Launch
Ceremony
Evening Council.Meeting of the
Astrobiology Branch
Morning Scientific Sessions
29 August Noon Lunch
Afternoon Scientific Sessions
Morning Scientific Sessions
Noon Lunch
30 August Scientific Sessions
Afternoon Selection of Excellent Student
Oral and Poster Presentations
31 August Whole Day Departure

Note: Venue for conference check-in: Zijin Conference Center. Lunch and dinner




will be provided during the conference. Participants are responsible for their own
accommodation, transportation, and other personal expenses.

Conference Registration

Please register and pay the fee on the conference website (www.aam2026.org).

Conference website QR code

Category Advance Registration Fee On-site Registration Fee
Regular Participants RMB 2,800 / pax RMB 3,200 / pax
Students RMB 2,000 / pax RMB 2,500 / pax

Advance Registration deadline: 14 August 2026

Note: Registration fees will be collected on behalf of the conference by Hefei Koushare
Digital Technology Co., Ltd. Official invoices for the registration fee will be issued by
the Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palaeontology, Chinese Academy of Sciences
(NIGPAS). Hefei Koushare Digital Technology Co., Ltd. is responsible solely for
collecting the registration fees and is not involved in issuing invoices.

The conference will feature an Outstanding Student Presentation Award, covering
both oral and poster presentations. Students are warmly welcome to submit their
work and participate in the conference.

Cancellation and Refund Policy

Participants who have paid the registration fee but are unable to attend the conference
may contact the conference secretariat to request a refund according to the following
policy:

Refund requests submitted on or before 19 August 2026 will receive a 100% refund of
the registration fee.

Refund requests submitted between 20 and 26 August 2026 (inclusive) will receive an



80% refund of the registration fee.

No refunds will be issued for requests submitted after 26 August 2026.

II. Venue
Conference Venue

Zijin Conference Center, The Purple Palace Nanjing, No. 18 Huanling Road, Xuanwu
District, Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, China

Room Type Rate (per night) ‘
Zijin Building RMB 380
Standard Room / King Room (including one breakfast)
Jinling Building RMB 380
Standard Room / King Room (including one breakfast)
Zhongshan Building RMB 490
Standard Room / King Room (including one breakfast)

Note: As summer is the peak tourist season, all participants must submit
accommodation requests upon registration. The conference secretariat will
arrange hotel room reservations accordingly.

Hotel Reservations Contacts:

Hotel Reception: +86-25-84858888; Ms. Wang: +86-15850770592

Getting to the Venue

From Nanjing Lukou International Airport:

Airport — Metro Line S1 — Nanjing South Railway Station — Metro Line 3 (towards
Linchang) — Nanjing Forestry University - Xinzhuang Station — Transfer to Bus 309
or 141 — Shangwugqi Station — 3-minute walk to Zijin Villa.

From Nanjing South Railway Station:

Metro Line 3 (towards Linchang) — Nanjing Forestry University - Xinzhuang Station
— Transfer to Bus 309 or 141 — Shangwuqi Station — 3-minute walk to Zijin Villa.

From Nanjing Railway Station:



North Square East Bus Stop — Bus 309 or 141 — Shangwugqi Station — 3-minute walk
to Zijin Villa.

I1I. Academic and Organizing Committee
Academic Committee
Members (listed in alphabetical order by surname):

Nicolas Dauphas, Hailiang Dong, Zengqian Hou, Hongchen Jiang, Yiliang Li, Dehai
Liang, Yongqin Liu, Anhuai Lu, Timothy Lyons, Sabine Miiller, Yongxin Pan, Joachim
Reitner, Weidong Sun, Martin Van Kranendonk, Long Xiao, Shucheng Xie, Yigang
Xu, Xingliang Zhang, Guochun Zhao, Maoyan Zhu

Organizing Committee

Chair: Maoyan Zhu

Co-Chairs: Zongjun Yin, Albert Fahrenbach

Secretary-General: Jingbo Nan

Executive Committee: Ruiqin Yi, Anna Wang, Indrani Mukherjee

Committee Members (listed in alphabetical order by surname):

Guo Chen, Siteng Fan, Ye Fan, Huishan Fu, Jihua Hao, Hejiu Hui, Kangjun Huang,
Ting Huang, Yun Jiang, Yun Ju, Jiaqi Li, Xiaoshuang Li, Zibo Li, Mang Lin, Wei Lin,
Changqing Liu, Jiacheng Liu, Yang Liu, Genming Luo, Mao Luo, Haoyu Lv, Lanyun
Miao, Yuangao Qu, Bing Shen, Yizhi Sheng, Xian Shi, Hong Tang, Wei Wang,

Guangfei Wei, Geng Wu, Zhiyong Xiao, Jianxi Ying, Xin Zhang, Xiaojing Zhang, Yu
Zhang, Zhenfeng Zhang, Jiannan Zhao, Yuyan Zhao

IV. Organization

Organizers

Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palaeontology, Chinese Academy of Sciences
Astrobiology Branch of the Palacontological Society of China

Australian Centre for Astrobiology



Host organizer

State Key Laboratory of Palaeobiology and Stratigraphy, Nanjing Institute of Geology
and Palaeontology, Chinese Academy of Sciences

Co-organizers

State Key Laboratory of Deep Earth Processes and Strategic Mineral Resources,
Guangzhou Institute of Geochemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences

Center for Extraterrestrial Sample Studies, Peking University

State Key Laboratory of Geomicrobiology and Environmental Changes, China
University of Geosciences

Key Laboratory of Planetary Science and Frontier Technology, Institute of Geology
and Geophysics, Chinese Academy of Sciences

Supporting journals:
Astrobiology Bulletin; Planet; Earth and Planetary Physics.

V. Exhibition and Sponsorship

To facilitate academic exchange and promote interaction among conference
participants, exhibition and sponsorship opportunities are available for universities,
research institutes, companies, laboratories, publishers, journals, and other
organizations.

Organizations interested in exhibiting or sponsoring the conference are invited to
contact:

Wen Zhao: +86-15651800215; Qi Yao: +86-15656926027

The conference secretariat will follow up with further information regarding exhibition
arrangements and sponsorship opportunities.



VI. Conference Secretariat

Wen Zhao, wenzhao@nigpas.ac.cn, Tel: +86-15651800215

Lanyun Miao, hlmiao@nigpas.ac.cn

Jingbo Nan, jnan@nigpas.ac.cn
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